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If Democrats really wanted to help
American families, they would be fo-
cusing on our inflation and supply
chain crises and addressing the secu-
rity nightmare posed by our border cri-
sis. Instead, they are busy focusing on
ways to secure their hold on power and
vastly expand the reach of the Federal
Government into Americans’ lives. I
guess we will have to see how that
strategy works out for them.

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 705, Max
Vekich, of Washington, to be a Federal Mari-
time Commissioner for a term expiring June
30, 2026.

Charles E. Schumer, Christopher Mur-
phy, Edward J. Markey, Robert P.
Casey, Jr., Maria Cantwell, Kirsten E.
Gillibrand, Debbie Stabenow, Benjamin
L. Cardin, John W. Hickenlooper, Tim
Kaine, Gary C. Peters, Christopher A.
Coons, Brian Schatz, Richard
Blumenthal, Jacky Rosen, Jack Reed,
Thomas R. Carper, Cory A. Booker.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Max Vekich, of Washington, to be a
Federal Maritime Commissioner for a
term expiring June 30, 2026, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN)
is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) and the
Senator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 52 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Baldwin Hickenlooper Rosen
Bennet Hirono Sanders
Blumenthal Kaine Schatz
Booker Kelly Schumer
Brown King Shaheen
Cantwell Klobuchar Sinema
gardln heahx;l ) Smith
arper anchin
Casey Markey gtsﬂo'enow
Collins Menendez uoivan

Tester

Coons Merkley Van Holl
Cortez Masto Murkowski an totlen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Feinstein Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Hassan Peters Wyden
Heinrich Reed

NAYS—45
Blackburn Burr Cornyn
Boozman Capito Cotton
Braun Cassidy Cramer
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Crapo Johnson Rounds
Cruz Kennedy Rubio
Daines Lankford Sasse
Ernst Lee Scott (FL)
Fischer Lummis Scott (SC)
Graham Marshall Shelby
Grassley McConnell Thune
Hagerty Moran Tillis
Hawley Paul Toomey
Hoeven Portman Tuberville
Hyde-Smith Risch Wicker
Inhofe Romney Young
NOT VOTING—3
Barrasso Blunt Lujan
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

SCHATZ). On this vote, the yeas are 52,
the nays are 45.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

UKRAINE

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, before
I begin, I would like to ask unanimous
consent to put into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD an open letter to the Russian
leadership from the Russian Congress
of Intellectuals, who state:

Our position is simple: Russia does not
need a war with Ukraine and the West. Such
a war is devoid of legitimacy and has no
moral basis.

This is a very brave statement made
by Russian intellectuals.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the New York Review of Books, Feb.
4, 2022]
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE RUSSIAN LEADERSHIP
RUSSIAN CONGRESS OF INTELLECTUALS

Our position is simple: Russia does not
need a war with Ukraine and the West. Such
a war is devoid of legitimacy and has no
moral basis.

There is an ever-increasing flow of alarm-
ing news about a possible Russian invasion
of Ukraine. Reports are emerging about
stepped-up recruitment of mercenaries with-
in Russia and the transfer of fuel and mili-
tary equipment to Ukraine’s Donetsk and
Luhansk regions. In response, Ukraine is
arming itself and NA TO is sending addi-
tional forces into Eastern Europe. The ten-
sion is not abating, but rather mounting.

Russian citizens are becoming de facto hos-
tages of a reckless adventurism that has
come to typify Russia’s foreign policy. Not
only must Russians live with the uncer-
tainty of whether a large-scale war will
begin, but they are also experiencing a sharp
rise in prices and a devaluation of their cur-
rency. Is this the sort of policy Russians
need? Do they want war—and are they ready
to bear the brunt of it? Have they authorized
the authorities to play with their lives in
this way?

But no one asks Russian citizens for their
opinion. There is no public debate. State tel-
evision presents only a single viewpoint—
that of the warmongers. Direct military
threats, aggression and hatred are aimed at
Ukraine, the US, and the West. But the most
dangerous thing is that the war is being de-
picted not only as permissible, but as inevi-
table. This is an attempt to deceive the pop-
ulation, to impose upon them the idea of
waging a crusade against the West, rather
than investing in the country’s development
and improving living standards. The cost of
the conflict is never discussed, but the
price—the huge, bloody price—will be paid
by the common Russian people.

We, responsible citizens and patriots of
Russia, appeal to Russia’s political leader-
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ship. We openly and publicly call out the
Party of War that has been formed within
the government.

We represent the viewpoint of those in
Russian society who reject war, who consider
unlawful the use of military threats and the
deployment of a blackmailing style in for-
eign policy.

We reject war, whereas you, the Party of
War, consider it acceptable. We stand for
peace and prosperity for all Russian citizens,
whereas you put our lives on the line for the
sake of political games. You deceive and ma-
nipulate people, whereas we tell them the
truth. You do not speak in the name of the
Russian population—we do. For decades, the
Russian people, who lost millions of lives in
past wars, have lived by the saying: ‘‘if only
there were no war.’”” Have you forgotten this?

Our position is quite simple. Russia does
not need a war with Ukraine and the West.
No one is threatening us, no one is attacking
us. Policies based on the idea of such a war
are immoral and irresponsible and must not
be conducted in the name of the Russian peo-
ple. Such a war is devoid of legitimacy and
has no moral basis. Russian diplomacy
should take no other position than a cat-
egorical rejection of such a war.

Not only does such a war not reflect Rus-
sia’s interests, but it also threatens the
country’s very existence. The senseless ac-
tions of the country’s political leadership,
which is pushing us in this direction, will in-
evitably lead to a mass anti-war movement
in Russia. Each of us will naturally play a
part in it.

We will do everything in our power to pre-
vent this war, and if it begins, to stop it.

Signed,

Lev Ponomaryov, human rights activist;
Valery Borshchev, human rights activist;
Svetlana Gannushkina, human rights activ-
ist; Leonid Gozman, politician; Liya
AKkhedzhakova, actress and People’s Artist of
the Russian Federation; Andrey Makarevich,
musician; Garri Bardin, director; Viktor
Shenderovich, writer; Tatiana Lazareva, TV
presenter; Andrey Zubov, historian and poli-
tician; Andrey Nechaev, politician; Alina
Vitukhnovskaya, writer; Alexander Belavin,
physicist; Nikolai Rozanov, corresponding
member of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Natalia Evdokimova, executive secretary
of the Human Rights Council of St. Peters-
burg; Efim Khazanov, academician of the
Russian Academy of Sciences; Hya Ginzburg,
physicist and professor; Zoya Svetova, jour-
nalist; Grigory Yavlinsky, politician; Lev
Shlosberg, politician; Boris Vishnevsky, pol-
itician; Lev Gudkov, sociologist and pro-
fessor; Igor Chubais, philosopher; Tatyana

Voltskaya, poet and journalist; Boris
Sokolov, historian and writer; Mikhail
Krieger, civic activist; Veronika Dolina,
poet; Vladimir Mirzoev, director; Ksenia
Larina, journalist.

Andrey Piontkovsky, publicist; Mark

Urnov, professor, National Research Univer-
sity Higher School of Economics; Mikhail
Lavrenov, writer; Nikolai Prokudin, writer;
Elena Fanailova, poet and journalist;
Grigory Mikhnov-Vaytenko, clergyman; Lev
Levinson, human rights activist; Sergei
Germann, member of the Writer’s Union of
Russia; Vladimir Alex, civil activist; Yuri
Gimmelfarb, journalist; Yuri Samodurov,
human rights activist; Evgeniy Tsymbal,
civil activist; Vitaly Dixon, writer; Natalya

Mavlevich, translator; Ashraf Fattakhov,
lawyer.

Viktor Yunak, writer; Valeria
Prikhodkina, human rights activist; Elena
Grigorieva, children’s poet; Vera

Shabelnikova, editor; Mair Makhaev, philos-
opher and linguist; Grigory Amnuel, pro-
ducer, director, publicist, and politician.
Sergei Krivenko, human rights activist;
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